
	 MEMORY VERSE: “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for 
      	 good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”  Jeremiah 29:11

God’s Plan

p.1Elementary

A
1. Read verses 1-15. How did Joseph reveal himself to his brothers? What did the reunion 
    look like?

2. Read verse 5. Why was Joseph in Egypt? Was it because of the sin of his brothers or 
    because of God’s plan? Or both? Explain.

3. Read verse 7. God’s plan is so much bigger than just Joseph or even Egypt. God had to 
    preserve Jacob’s line because Jesus the Son of God would come from this family! Have 
    you ever realized that God was using you or your life in some way to further His kingdom?

4. Read verses 16-28. What do you think is interesting about the way Pharoah responded to 
    Joseph’s family?

5. How do you think Jacob and Joseph felt when they finally saw each other after so many 
    years?

6. Read 47:1-6. How did God save Joseph’s family and provide above and beyond?

7. What did Jacob do for Pharaoh? vv. 7 & 9 What do you find interesting about this?

   GENESIS 45         Reunion with Brothers

   GENESIS 46:28-30;  47:1-12         Reunion with FatherB
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Elementary p.2

C

God is all powerful and can do anything to 
fulfill His plan for His people. In this lesson, 
Joseph realizes that his journey was all a 
part of God’s plan to save the Hebrews. 
He has a good plan for our lives too. He’s 
working that plan out through everything 
we’re going through.

Lord, give me faith to believe that 
everything I’m going through at this 
moment is part of Your good plan for my 
life. Help me to remember that nothing is 
impossible with You. Thank You for Your 
love which is so great and big. I love You, 
too. Amen.

8. Read verses 18-19. What did the Egyptians propose in verse 19?

9. How did Joseph help both the people and Pharaoh? vv. 25-26

10. Review question 2. Why did the people of Israel do so well in the land of Goshen? 
     (Jacob lived 17 years there and died at the age of 147.)

GENESIS 47:13, 18-28        Surviving the Famine

BELIEVE THE TRUTH

PRAY THE TRUTH

Are there any circumstances that you 
have gone through or are going through 
that you now realize God may be using 
in a bigger way? If so, how does this 
change your attitude towards your 
circumstances?

WALK IN TRUTH
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Genesis 45
Joseph Reveals His Identity
 1 Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in the room, and he said to his attendants, “Out, 
all of you!” So he was alone with his brothers when he told them who he was. 2 Then he broke down and 
wept. He wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear him, and word of it quickly carried to Pharaoh’s palace.
 3 “I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were speechless! They 
were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. 4 “Please, come closer,” he said 
to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in 
Egypt. 5 But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who 
sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives. 6 This famine that has ravaged the land for two years will 
last five more years, and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 God has sent me ahead of you to 
keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors. 8 So it was God who sent me here, not 
you! And he is the one who made me an adviser to Pharaoh — the manager of his entire palace and the 
governor of all Egypt.
 9 “Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me master 
over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately! 10 You can live in the region of Goshen, where 
you can be near me with all your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you 
own. 11 I will take care of you there, for there are still five years of famine ahead of us. Otherwise you, your 
household, and all your animals will starve.’”
 12 Then Joseph added, “Look! You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that I really 
am Joseph! 13 Go tell my father of my honored position here in Egypt. Describe for him everything you have 
seen, and then bring my father here quickly.” 14 Weeping with joy, he embraced Benjamin, and Benjamin 
did the same. 15 Then Joseph kissed each of his brothers and wept over them, and after that they began 
talking freely with him.

Pharaoh Invites Jacob to Egypt
 16 The news soon reached Pharaoh’s palace: “Joseph’s brothers have arrived!” Pharaoh and his officials 
were all delighted to hear this.
 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘This is what you must do: Load your pack animals, and 
hurry back to the land of Canaan. 18 Then get your father and all of your families, and return here to me. 
I will give you the very best land in Egypt, and you will eat from the best that the land produces.’” 19 Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Take wagons from the land of Egypt to carry your little children 
and your wives, and bring your father here. 20 Don’t worry about your personal belongings, for the best of 
all the land of Egypt is yours.’”
 21 So the sons of Jacob did as they were told. Joseph provided them with wagons, as Pharaoh had 
commanded, and he gave them supplies for the journey. 22 And he gave each of them new clothes — but 
to Benjamin he gave five changes of clothes and 300 pieces of silver. 23 He also sent his father ten male 
donkeys loaded with the finest products of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and 
other supplies he would need on his journey.
 24 So Joseph sent his brothers off, and as they left, he called after them, “Don’t quarrel about all this along 
the way!” 25 And they left Egypt and returned to their father, Jacob, in the land of Canaan.
 26 “Joseph is still alive!” they told him. “And he is governor of all the land of Egypt!” Jacob was stunned at 
the news — he couldn’t believe it. 27 But when they repeated to Jacob everything Joseph had told them, 
and when he saw the wagons Joseph had sent to carry him, their father’s spirits revived.
 28 Then Jacob exclaimed, “It must be true! My son Joseph is alive! I must go and see him before I die.”

Genesis 45; 46:28-34; 47:1-12, 13, 18-28 (NLT)

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission 
of Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
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Genesis 46:28-34
Jacob’s Family Arrives in Goshen
 28 As they neared their destination, Jacob sent Judah ahead to meet Joseph and get directions to the region of Goshen. 
And when they finally arrived there, 29 Joseph prepared his chariot and traveled to Goshen to meet his father, Jacob. 
When Joseph arrived, he embraced his father and wept, holding him for a long time. 30 Finally, Jacob said to Joseph, 
“Now I am ready to die, since I have seen your face again and know you are still alive.”

Genesis 47:1-12
Jacob Blesses Pharaoh
 1 Then Joseph went to see Pharaoh and told him, “My father and my brothers have arrived from the land of Canaan. 
They have come with all their flocks and herds and possessions, and they are now in the region of Goshen.”
 2 Joseph took five of his brothers with him and presented them to Pharaoh. 3 And Pharaoh asked the brothers, “What 
is your occupation?”
 They replied, “We, your servants, are shepherds, just like our ancestors. 4 We have come to live here in Egypt for a 
while, for there is no pasture for our flocks in Canaan. The famine is very severe there. So please, we request permission 
to live in the region of Goshen.”
 5 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Now that your father and brothers have joined you here, 6 choose any place in the 
entire land of Egypt for them to live. Give them the best land of Egypt. Let them live in the region of Goshen. And if any 
of them have special skills, put them in charge of my livestock, too.”
 7 Then Joseph brought in his father, Jacob, and presented him to Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh.
8 “How old are you?” Pharaoh asked him.
 9 Jacob replied, “I have traveled this earth for 130 hard years. But my life has been short compared to the lives of my 
ancestors.” 10 Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh again before leaving his court.
11 So Joseph assigned the best land of Egypt — the region of Rameses — to his father and his brothers, and he settled 
them there, just as Pharaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph provided food for his father and his brothers in amounts 
appropriate to the number of their dependents, including the smallest children.

13, 18-28
Joseph’s Leadership in the Famine
 13 Meanwhile, the famine became so severe that all the food was used up, and people were starving throughout the 
lands of Egypt and Canaan. 14 By selling grain to the people, Joseph eventually collected all the money in Egypt and 
Canaan,  18 But that year ended, and the next year they came again and said, “We cannot hide the truth from you, my 
lord. Our money is gone, and all our livestock and cattle are yours. We have nothing left to give but our bodies and our 
land. 19 Why should we die before your very eyes? Buy us and our land in exchange for food; we offer our land and 
ourselves as slaves for Pharaoh. Just give us grain so we may live and not die, and so the land does not become empty 
and desolate.”
 20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh. All the Egyptians sold him their fields because the famine was 
so severe, and soon all the land belonged to Pharaoh. 21 As for the people, he made them all slaves, from one end of 
Egypt to the other. 22 The only land he did not buy was the land belonging to the priests. They received an allotment of 
food directly from Pharaoh, so they didn’t need to sell their land.
 23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Look, today I have bought you and your land for Pharaoh. I will provide you with 
seed so you can plant the fields. 24 Then when you harvest it, one-fifth of your crop will belong to Pharaoh. You may keep 
the remaining four-fifths as seed for your fields and as food for you, your households, and your little ones.”
 25 “You have saved our lives!” they exclaimed. “May it please you, my lord, to let us be Pharaoh’s servants.” 26 Joseph 
then issued a decree still in effect in the land of Egypt, that Pharaoh should receive one-fifth of all the crops grown on his 
land. Only the land belonging to the priests was not given to Pharaoh.
 27 Meanwhile, the people of Israel settled in the region of Goshen in Egypt. There they acquired property, and they were 
fruitful, and their population grew rapidly. 28 Jacob lived for seventeen years after his arrival in Egypt, so he lived 147 
years in all.

Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission 
of Tyndale House Publishers, a Division of Tyndale House Ministries, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.


